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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -30 are presented for examination. 
Applicant's claim for foreign priority is acknowledged. 

The references in IDS form No. 1449 have been considered. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 8-16, and 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Lortz et al., (Lortz) U.S. Patent No. 6,505,243. 

4. As to claims 1 and 12 Lortz teaches a communication device operable to 
configure settings related to a function supported by the communication device, 
said communication device comprising: 

an electronic storage medium storing instructions to enable the communication 
device to (col. 2, lines 55-58): 

transmit an indication of needed configuration information to a 
management server (Fig. 3 step 172, col. 4, line 6 - col. 5, line 15); and 

receive a response from said management server, said response 
including said needed configuration information required to configure said 
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communication device to allow for use of said function (Fig. 3 step 174, col. 5, 
lines 19-21, col. 6, lines 29-35). 

5. As to claims 2 and 13 Lortz teaches the communication device of claim 1 , 
wherein said electronic storage medium transmits said indication in response to a 
request received from said management server for said indication of said 
configuration information needed to allow operation of said function (col. 6, lines 
39-50). 

6. As to claims 4 and 14 Lortz teaches the communication device of claim 1 , 
wherein the indication of the needed configuration information includes an 
identification of a plurality of parameters and an indication of a required format for 
the plurality of parameters (col. 6, lines 28-38). 

7. As to claim 5, Lortz teaches the communication device of claim 1 , wherein 
the indication of the needed configuration information transmitted from the 
communication device comprises an address of a server that stores an 
identification of a plurality of parameters and an indication of a required format for 
the plurality of parameters (col. 6, lines 39-50, col. 6, lines 62-66). 

8. As to claim 8, Lortz teaches the communication device of claim 1 , wherein 
the communication device comprises a wireless device (col. 2, lines 24-31). 

9. As to claims 9 and 15 Lortz teaches the communication device of claim 1, 
wherein said indication includes an identification of one of the type and 
manufacturer of the communication device (col. 6, lines 51-61). 

10. As to claims 10 and 16, Lortz teaches the communication device of claim 
1 wherein said communication device transmits said indication in response to 
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one of a power up of the communication device and a user menu selection (col. 
2, lines 58-64). 

11. As to claim 1 1 , Lortz teaches the communication device of claim 1 further 
comprising a control unit for reading the instructions from the electronic storage 
medium and executing the instructions (col. 4, lines 54-65). 

12. As to claim 27, Lortz teaches a method for enabling a management 
system to learn at least one requirement of an unknown function, said method 
comprising: 

determining whether at least one of a device and a function identified in a 
message received by the management system is unknown (Fig. 3 step 172, col. 
4, line 6 -col. 5, line 15); 

requesting information relating to the at least one of the device and the 
function, after determining that at least one of the device and the function is 
unknown (Fig. 3 step 172, col. 4, line 6 -col. 5, line 15); 

receiving said requested information from said device (Fig. 3 step 172, col. 
4, line 6 - col. 5, line 15); 

determining a set of configuration parameters necessary to use the at 
least one of the unknown function and the unknown device in response to said 
received information; and sending the set of configuration parameters to said 
device (col. 6, lines 28-38). 

13. As to claim 28, Lortz teaches the method of claim 27 further comprising 
the step of initializing at least one setting of said device according to the set of 
configuration parameters (col. 6, lines 28-38). 
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14. As to claim 29, Lortz teaches the method of claim 27 further comprising 
the steps of: 

building a user interface, in response to the received information, for entry 
of the set of configuration parameters (col. 5, line 63 - col. 6, line 8); and 

eceiving an entry of the determined set of configuration parameters from 
an operator using said user interface (col. 5, line 63 - col. 6, line 8). 

15. Claims 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Fascenda (Fascenda) U.S. Patent No. 6,560,604. 

16. As to claim 30, Fascenda teaches a control unit for configuring settings 
related to a function supported by a communication device, said control unit 
operable to: 

control a transceiver to transmit an indication of needed configuration 
information to a management server (Fig. 9A, col. 14, lines 48-62); and 

receive via said transceiver a response from said management server, 
said response including the needed configuration information required to 
configure the communication device to allow for use of said function (Fig. 9B, col. 
15, lines 48-56). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

17. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
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Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

18. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lortz et al., (Lortz) U.S Patent No. 6,505,243 and in view of Ludtke U.S. Patent 
No. 6,799,205. 

19. As to claim 3, Lortz teaches the communication device of claim 2 as 
shown above. Lortz does not explicitly teach wherein the request received from 
the management server is in response to one of an attempt to use said function 
on the communication device and a setup request sent from the communication 
device. 

Ludtke teaches providing distributed help and configuration information for 
a plurality of consumer electronic devices in an audio/video network. Ludtke 
teaches a notifying a help system when a device adds a new feature such as a 
snap on module (col. 3, lines 36-41). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teaching of Ludtke into the invention of 
Lortz in order to make the system user-friendlier. The system will be able to 
detect and help configure new devices that are introduced into the system. 

20. Claims 17-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lortz et al., (Lortz) U.S Patent No. 6,505,243 and in view of Fink et al., 
(Fink) U.S. Patent No. 6,574,729. 

21. As to claim 17, Lortz teaches a method of for automatically retrieving 
installation instructions, including, for example, configuration data from local and 
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remote locations for devices attached to a network, so as to assist in the 
installation (configuration) of such devices. 

Lortz teaches a management server operable to receive, from said 
communication device, an indication of configuration information pertaining to 
said previously unknown function (Fig. 3 step 172, col. 4, line 6 - col. 5, line 15); 
adapt to enable use of said previously unknown function in response to the 
received indication of said configuration information (Fig. 3 step 174, col. 5, lines 
19-21, col. 6, lines 29-35) 

Lortz does not explicitly teach storing a list of communication devices and 
configuration information pertaining to communication devices and updating said 
list of communication devices and configuration information to include said 
previously unknown function in response to the received indication of said 
configuration information. 

Fink teaches a method and apparatus for remotely identifying software 
and software versions using a maintained software audit file. The system 
management tool (SMT) performs an inventory scan of the software on each 
network node and obtains a list of properties for each file, such as the name and 
the file size of each file. A targeted query is automatically transmitted to a 
sample of the user population having the unknown file. The target query 
requests header information for the unknown file. In this manner, previously 
unknown files, once identified; can be added to the software audit file (see 
abstract). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teaching of Fink into the invention of Lortz 
in order to make the system more efficient. The system will be able to keep track 
of all devices and have up to date information on each device. 

22. As to claim 18, Lortz teaches the management system of claim 17, 
wherein said management server is further operable to: 

receive a request for configuration data for said previously unknown 
function from a particular communication device (Fig. 3 step 172, col. 4, line 6 - 
col. 5, line 15); and 

transmit a request to said communication device for said indication of 
configuration information related to said previously unknown function, wherein 
said indication of said configuration information is received in response to said 
request (Fig. 3 step 174, col. 5, lines 19-21, col. 6, lines 29-35). 

23. As to claim 19, Lortz teaches the management system of claim 18, 
wherein said communication device transmits said indication of said configuration 
information to said management server in response to said request (col. 6, lines 
39-50). 

24. As to claim 20, Lortz teaches the management system of claim 17, 
wherein said indication of configuration information comprises an address of a 
server associated with the previously unknown function (col. 6, lines 39-50, col. 
6, lines 62-66). 

25. As to claim 21, Lortz teaches the management system of claim 20, 
wherein said management server further operates to retrieve data relating to the 
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previously unknown function from the server at said address (col. 6, lines 39-50, 
col. 6, lines 62-66). 

26. As to claim 22, Lortz teaches the management system of claim 21, 
wherein said data comprises said indication of said configuration information (col. 
6, lines 39-50, col. 6, lines 62-66). 

27. As to claim 23, Lortz teaches the management system of claim 17, 
wherein the management server determines a value of at least one parameter 
identified in said indication of said configuration information (col. 6, lines 28-38). 

28. As to claim 24, Lortz teaches the management system of claim 23, 
wherein the management server transmits the value of the at least one 
parameter to the communication device (col. 5, lines 44-50). 

29. Claims 6, 7, and 25-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lortz et aL, (Lortz) U.S Patent No. 6,505,243. 

30. As to claim 6, Lortz teaches the communication device of claim 1 as 
shown above. Lortz does not explicitly teach wherein the function comprises at 
least one of a Wireless Application Protocol (WAP) functionality and an electronic 
mail functionality. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the use of Wireless Application Protocol 
(WAP) into the invention of Lortz because it is a global standard for enabling 
wireless devices to access Internet and other information services and Lortz 
readily incorporates wireless technologies (col. 2, lines 28-32). 
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31. As to claims 7, 25 and 26 Lortz teaches the communication device of 
claim 1 as shown above. Lortz does not explicitly teach wherein the 
communication device transmits the indication of the needed configuration 
information and receives the response from the management server using 
Extensible Mark-up Language (XML). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the use of Extensible Mark-up Language 
(XML) into the invention of Lortz because it offersgreater flexibility in organizing 
and presenting information that is possible with the older HTML document coding 
system which is readily incorporated into the invention of Lortz (col. 8, lines 49- 
57). 

Conclusion 

32. The Prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Malik et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,832,503, teaches a method and 
apparatus for configuration management in communications networks. 

b. Reichmeyer et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,286,038, teaches a method 
and apparatus for remotely configuring a network device. 

c. Paul, U.S. Patent No. 6,687,817, teaches configuration of a 
network device via the network. 
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d. Collin et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,330597, teaches a method and 
apparatus for monitoring, controlling, and configuring remote 
communication devices. 

e. Ylonen, U.S. Patent No. 6,782,474, teaches a network connectable 
device and method for its installation and configuration. 

33. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Shawki S Ismail whose telephone number is 
571-272-3985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 



Shawki Ismail 
Patent Examiner 
December 6, 2004 
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